HOT TOPIC — Al Johnson

e Architectural Review or
I Control Committee is the only
committee mandated by the
CC&Rs and is responsible for approving
all construction, design modification
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und landscaping. Currently, there are
* ¢ four members on the commiltee, one
& . of whom is also a member of the
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not elected, but is appointed by the
Board of Directors, The authority and
responsibilities of the ACC are detailed
in Article V of the CC&Rs and the
Design Guidelines. What this commiliee
does not do is make periodic site inspec-
tions or send out violation notices.

| 870 W, Prince Road
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Tucson, AZ 85705
320-297-0797

Since most of the lots are either built
on or are already under construction,
approved prior to the formation of
the current committee, the -
typical task we have had is ffj
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The Architectural Control Committee

to review plans to build walls, swim-
ming pools and landscaping. As you
might guess, it's impossible to cover
every plan in the CC&Rs that a home-
owner might conceive. Therefore, the
CC&Rs give the ACC “broad discre-
tion™ in deciding whether or not an
alteration or modification is in “harmo-
ny with the natural surroundings".

The bottom line is that the committee
reviews each plan and a decision is
reached based on the puidelines in the
CC&Rs and Design Guidelines. Every
homeowner who is planning any con-
struction or landscaping should read
these documents before submitting a
plan. If you are wondering if you should
submit a plan, my advise is to do so. It’s
very easy, and provides a record of the
work on file with the association,

. Continued on back page




Speeding within the community

by SAM SANTISTEVAN

s Chairperson of the Landscape
Commuittee, I was asked to address the

problem of speeding in our community,
I would like to invite any suggestions or com-
ments that others in the community may have.
Furthermore, | am looking for volunteers to be
part of the committee,

From the people that I have spoken to so far, the

concem is for the safety of our children and
tamilies. 1 know that on occasion 1 have caught
mysell not paying attention o my speed and
then realizing that I was driving too fast through
the neighborhood. I'm sure it has happened to a
lot of us. I think a little awareness goes a long
way and that this problem can be curtailed,
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As a last resort it might be appropriate to install
speed deterrents, but 1 feel with a conscious
effort by all of us and other ideas from the com-
munity, that this problem can be contained with-
out that option. One thing that we can do as a
community if we witness someone continually
speeding through the community, we should
take the vehicle information down and submit it
to the board. If it is a company or contractor
vehicle we can deal with them directly. If it is a
neighbor, a friendly reminder, I'm sure, would
be appreciated.

Please share any ideas or opinions that you may
have. [ can be reached by email,
speedysam@aol.com."

Living with our Fellow Desert Critters

hough attendance was small at out May 1s
I gathering, we had a good time listening to
Officer Todd Cuppell, from the Fire
Department and asking questions regarding not
only our fiendly rattlesnakes but a number of
other fellow desert dwellers. Between his expen-
ise, our comments and war stories, we left with
interesting tidbits of information o use in our
daily hives. As FY1, did you know that when a
rattlesnake is removed (it is illegal o kill them)
from your premises by the Fire Department, they
will not take it too far away (within a few hundred
feet). Reason: Rattlesnakes only hunt in their

familiar area of about 500 sq feet. If they are
taken out of that area, they will starve to death,
50, gotta learn to love 'em!)

The second part in the Living with Desert
Critiers series will held at Bernie and Shirley
Laubli’s home, 16475 S. Tumbleweed Spring
Court. Abe from the Arizona Sonora Desert
Museum will be addressing the critters to look
out for and prepare for during the upcoming
monsoon season, The exact date is yet to be set,
Please call 762-8510 for an update. %



Gate Operation and Safety

ignal Gates is the company that main-

tains our community’s gates. They

recently shared some concerns about the
operations of the gates. It is Signal Gates pol-
icy to investigate any and all problems with
the gates. If you have a problem with the
gates, please call the Association's manager,
George Mitcham at 297-0797 or email

gmitcham @cadden | .com .

Investigations have shown that many of the
claims of vehicle damages due to gates closing
on a vehicle are not due to faulty gates. When
a car “piggy-backs” or “tail-gates” another car
through the gate, damages can occur. If for
some reason, the gates starts to close on a
vehicle, most damage can be avoided if the
vehicle stops moving. The gate will simply
bump the vehicle and reverse direction. Most
damage to vehicles is caused when a driver
continues to drive through when the gate is
closing, causing scrapes o the vehicle.

The safety and exit devices on our communi-
ly's gate system are ground magnetic sensors
(similar to those at traffic lights). Simply put,
a ground loop is installed under the drive path
of the pate system. This loop uses an elec-

S A

e e SRS R R # i

'Semm tha Faoth#lls Cammumty Assamtwn = “;iii

oA R R S -
et :
ki e R R A R = A

ECRE R

~a voice to lea ‘County in raising issues of { concern gﬁgard

e e R e s

i S R R R

tronic device that creates a magnetic field.
When a large metallic object (a vehicle) cross-
es through this field the safety system sends a
warning to the gate operator/computer. When
the operalor receives the warning, it can
reverse ilself or open, thus eliminating possi-
ble collisions with oncoming tralTic.

However, the mass of a metallic object is criti-
cal for such systems to work properly. Some
motorcycles (very few) may not be made of
enough magnetic material to work properly
with ground loop safety devices. Signal Gates
encourages you to be cautious when driving
motorcycles through the gate system, Please
notify your association manager of any issues
with exit devices.

GATE REMOTES

When a home in Sycamore Springs is sold to a
buyer (new Association Member), the new
Member i1s to be issued two (2) free gate
remotes. 11 a remote is lost or fails after 30
days, a Member can purchase a replacement
remote for $25.00 by contacting the associa-
tion manager, George Mitcham, at 297-0797.
The $25.00 covers the cost of the remote and
mailing expenses.
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Hearing panel and fining policy adopted

L the June 4, 2004, Board of Directors

Meeting, the Board reconfirmed the

Association, s policy for issuing viola-
tion notice, fines and the procedure for a hearing
on any such violations and/or fines.. The follow-
ing is that policy:

Upon verification of a violation of the govern-
ing documents, u first notice of violation will be
sent 1o the owner of record citing the specific
violation, as well as a timetable for corrective
action, which will be up to 30 days from Lhe
date of the nolice.

A follow-up inspection will be conducted on the
deadline date of the first notice of violation,
Failure to comply within the time frame speci-
hed, will result in a second notice of violation,
wherein the Owner will be instructed o bring
the violation into compliance within 15 days
after the date of the second notice,

A tollow-up inspection will be conducted on the
deadline date of the second notice of violation.
Failure to comply within the time frame speci-
fied, will result in a Certified Letter & Notice of
Hearing, wherein the Owner, and only the
Owner, will be invited to attend the next Board
Meeting & Hearing Panel Session and have an
opportunity to be heard. The date, time and
location of the Hearing shall be established in
the Notice of Hearing. The Sycamore Springs
Homeowners Association Board of Directors

shall act as the Hearing Panel at any board
meeting. The Hearing Panel will meet in
FExecutive Session prior to the beginning of the
board meeting. The decision of the Hearing
Panel will be communicated to the Owner by
Certified Mail within 10 days of the date of the
Hearing. A fine for a singular violation of the
poverning documents, of up to $50.00, may be
imposed lor each separate or repeat issue of
noncompliance.,

An addibonal grace period of 10 days, beyond
the date of the Hearing, will be granted for cor-
rection ol any violation brought before the
Hearing Panel. Failure to correct said violation
within that time frame will result in a fine of
$10.00/day retroactive o the date of the
Hearing.

Whereas Article IX Section 20 of the Sycamore
Springs CC &R, s state * Any fines shall be
added 10 and become part of the assessment to
which such Owner,s dwelling lot is subject and
shall become a lien on such Owner's dwelling
lots and the improvements thereon and shall be

entorceable and collected as provided for in
Article I'V hereof..”

As stated All fines levied will be treated as
assessments for purposes of collection.

This Policy was originally issued in December
2003, and took effect on March 1, 2004, ‘%

Community trash pick-up is June 19th

We are going to try to start a Community Wide Trash pick up every third Saturday of
the month. The intent is for us to get together with our trash bags and whatever else

we have handy to pick up and clean up the common areas--along the roads primarily.
If we all pitch in together, we can keep our great looking community looking just
like that--great!! Mark your calendars for our first attempt:

Saturday, June 19 at 6am at the Sycamore Spring gates.







